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TAKING THE AFRICAN BURIAL GROUND
INTO THE 21ST CENTURY

Dr. Sherrill D, Wilson

1625 - The first eleven African men were brought 1o New Amsterdam,
as enslaved persons owned by the government of New Amster-
dam, the Dutch West india Company. By name the Dutch
records list these men as: Paulo Van Angola, Simon Congo,

Big Manuel, Little Manuel, Manuel de Gerrit de Reus, Anthony
Fortugis Garcia, Peter Santomee, Jan Francisco, Litle Anthony,
and Jan Fort Orange.

1712 - Inresponse to the harshness of slavery in the city, approximately,
thirty black men and two Indians set fire to several buildings in
lower Manhatian, six whites were killed. Twenty-seven enslaved
Africans were condemned to die.

1781 - The New York State Assembly passed a law granting freedom
to all Africans who fought for the state's military force. Africane
tought on both sides of the American Revolutionary War.

1794 .- The Aftricans of New York City must cease burying their dead on
Broadway. They will be buried instead at the "New African Bury-
ing Ground” at Chrystie and Delancey Streets.

1827 - Emancipation Day in New York: July 4, 1827, Enslaved adult men
and women were set ree. The children of the same were bound
to serve & 25 - 27 year indenture term to their former enslavers,

1863 -~ The Draft Riots of July 13-17 were in response to governmental
regulations which allowed for wealthy white New Yorkers to buy
their way out of service in the military. Foor Irish men who could
not do this protested against these laws by assaulting African
New Yorkers, hanging many and mutilating others, This civilian
riot is known as the bloodiest on U.S, soil, resufting in the death
of hundredls of Africans living in New York.

1991-- Archaeologists unearth remains of 18th century Africans near
New Yorl's City Halll

New York Urban History 101

The above facts constitute for many, the big picture of the African
presence in early New Amsterdam and New York. Yet even these
bare-boned facts are largely unknown to most well informed

New Yorkers. (Continued on page 11)

“There is a debt to the Negro people which Americs can never repay. At least then, they must meke amends”

e Sofourner Truth
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR »9»

The Stamp Campaign Continues

il have been continuing to get signatures and 10 encourage
wothers (o take your marvelous educational tour. When my
sister wrote to the office of the postmaster general a couple
‘of years ago, we received a form lefter reply that said
“stamps must be of national interest in order (o issue a
ispecial stamp.” | guess Bugs Bunny fits that category!!!
Thank you for alt you have done and are doing to preserve
cour historical past. Best wishes.

Naomi Chamberlain
White Plains, N.Y.

{Ed. note: For an update on the slatus and future di-
rection of the Alrican Burial Ground Commemorative
Slamp campaign, please see page 8).

‘Feedback

dwish that every African in the world would come to visit this
wextraordinary project. | think the facilitators operated in per-
dection. They were very child orientated and knew how 10
bring every guestion and remark into focus, Keep up the
igood work and may Mother, Father God, Creator of the
iUniverse bless your endeavors each and everyday.

Sharon T. Jones
The Alrican Centered School
Washington, D.C.

[In 1991 the government wanted to make a building. When
ithey were excavating they found skeletons, and not only
.one, but there were more than 400 skeletons in that place.
-l went to the burial site and for me being there was the most
:sad thing. The burial site was a small place, and | couldn’t
ibelieve that in that small place there were more than 400
iskeletons. Marie-Alice Devieux was the lecturer who told us
:about the things that the enslaved Africans went through.
‘When [ think about that | feel like an African girl and | get
‘mad. It is true what Dr. Michael Blakey said: *how do | know
ithat's my real name if all my people died?” I'm not African.
‘but | believe in human rights, and I think that those skele-
Hons are supposed 1o sleep in peace.

Candida Ramirez
Leadership Secondary School
Brooklyn, h.Y.

& received your information on the African Burial Ground
and | found it very informative, exhilarating and inspira-
tional. I'm an incarcerated young brother who has spent hic
time becoming politically, historically and culturally aware.
{This discovery is truly a victory for us Afrikans here

in America because it's very rare that we stumble across
such an opportunity to learn a part of our glorious history,
I must commend you and your SUpporers on your success:
through consistent and sincere efforts in controlling the out-.
come of this sacred discovery, | can easily see thal the
future results of this project will be profound in the sense of
the Black community appreciating their heritage, and mak-
ing attempts to redefine our history devold of external influ-
Ernce. ‘

Allen Jones

C.R.C.C

Jarrett, Virginia

We both thank you so much for your excelient presenta-

tion 10 our teachers. it was exactly what was needed to
further their collaboration on humanities and our focus on
collective cooperative work. Additionalty, your presentation
opened two windows for the audience: (1) the window of
knowledge of things not previously known as we know 1
from their evaluations (2) the window of scholarship since
most leachers have litle opportunity to reconnect them-

selves {o the knowledge and research base of their field or
related fields. 5

Thank you again, for having shared your expertise with us.:
We are all richer for i,

Richard Stear
Director of English
& Writing

Marilynn Grant

Director of Social Studies
& Multi-cultural Activities
Hochester City School Dist.
Fochester, New York

Voices Against Violence ;
Families of Victims Against Viclence (FOVAV) would like 1o
thank you for the assistance you provided at our 4th annu--
al Mother's Day March Against Violence. The program
was successiul,

The African Burial Ground holds a very significant mean-
ing for FOVAV. it is a reminder of the historical viclence
and the continuation of the viclence that still besets our
communities. Again, your aftention to our endeavor was
most appreciated. Thank you.
Deborah Dawking, Coord, |
Families of Victims
Against Violence
Brooklyn, N.Y.

OPEl welcomes letters but reserves

the right to edit for length or clarity.




by Imam Muhammad Hatim

‘This article first appeared in The
:Cornerstone, the African Burial
‘Ground Project Volunteer News-
Hetter, Vol. 2, No. 8. Deborah A.
‘Wright, Editor. Imam Muhammad
‘Hatim is an NGO/UN representa-
itive, Admiral Family Circle, Islamic
:Community.

or the second consecutive
= year, a United Nations audi-
ence was held spell-bound
‘throughout the di ocu% on given by
‘Dr. Michael L. Blakey on the
African Burial Ground Project’s lat-
:est scientific findings. The briefing,
attended by ambassadors, United
Nations staff members, and repre-
.sentatives of international non-gov-
.ernmental organizations, was held
iin Geneva, Switzerland at the
‘United Nations Sub-commission on
ithe Prevention and Protection of
Minorities (Sub-Commission). Fol-
lowing the success and 'nm;mg’t
generated by last year's visit, Dr.
Blakey was invited to mtum ‘with
his moving discussion on the oldest
known, excavated African cemetery
iin America.

‘The Sub-Commission, a part of the
‘United Nations Commission on
‘Human Rights, consists of 26 inde-
‘pendent human rights experts who
‘make annual reports to its 54 mem-
ber nations. International non-gov-
ernmental organizations (NGO’s)
affiliated with the U.N. Economic
-and Social Council also participate,
(Geneva, Switzerland is the head-
‘quariers of the Sub-Commission as
‘well as the U.N. Center for Human
‘Rights and Peace Initiatives.

.Dr. Blakey's presentation was part
ot an overall program on African
American issues which took place
on August 19, 1997 at a briefing

Vv‘&uharMmci Hatim ét the OP
Fall 1997 Educators Symposium
Photo credit: Tamara R. Jubilee

from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. at the
Palais des Nation. Other subjects
covered included the protection of
“group rights” for African Ameri-
cans according to international
treaties 1o which the U.S. s a sig-
natory, issues ol African American
Islamic social and cultural rights,
family stability, and the administra-
tion of justice in the United States.

Speakers  included  Theodore
Eagans. kEsq., Lift Every Voice, Inc.
(LEV-I), Los Angeles, California;
The Admiral Family Circle Islamic
Community (Admiral Family), New
York; Onaje Muid, Malik Shabazz
Human Rights Institute (MSHRI), New
York City; and Falona Heidelberg,
Stanford University Student Chapter of
LEVIH. The host organizations were
the African Bureau of Educational
Sciences (ABES), Kinshasa, Gongo;
and the World Federation of Demo-
cratic Youth (WFDY), Budapest,
Hungary.

The highlight of the event for many
was the slide presentation and dig-
cussion by Dr. Blakey. Viewers

were awed by descriptions of cul-
tural teeth filings, the photo of a
woman buried with a child, and
physical evidence of the brutality of

enslavement. During the question.
and answer period, and Speakin :

directly to the many Africans in the:
audience, | raised the quesmnﬁ
“Those bones are the remains of
my_ ancestors. However, they are
also the remains of your ances-
tors. What are we going 1o do about:
the remains of our ancestors?” :

in part this question referred to the,
efforts of the Admiral Family and
LEV-I at the 1996 Geneva session,
in requesting that every African
country issue a commemorative
stamp on the African Burial Ground'
by the year 2,000. Several coun-
tries are presently considering this.
proposal. Additionally, through per-
sistent lobbying, a movement is
underway to make the African
Burial Ground Project and m!med:
memorialization the center piece of
President Clinton’s “Initiative on:
Race.” f

The State Department and the
Park Service are also considering
a recommendation to place the
African  Burial Ground on  the
“World Heritage List” (see page 4).
Piawamm would give the Atrican
Burial Ground the same status as
Goree lIsland, which is located off
the coast of Senegal, West Atrica,

Discussions are taking place to
include the African Burial Ground
on the UNESCO project on  slave:
trading routes. |dentification of the.
route taken by enslaved Africans
project would again make the
African Burial Ground an interna-i
tional landmark and renewed focus:
of research.

For further information please cali
(212) 870-3597 or fax inquines to.
(212) B70-3598. You may also :seancf
e-maill to ibn_inc@ibm.net :

G e




by Falona Heidelberg

Currently working with Lift Every
Voice Inc. (LEVI) to nominate the
African Bunial Ground as a World
‘Hentage site, Falona is a concemed
citizen and student organizer of
Stanford University's Chapter of
LEVIH. Her article first appeared in
the International Law Section News-
etter [July 1997] and has been re-
printed in this issue of Update with
permission.

£ £™ T ne tfractures begin in his
skull, travel down his
g @ spine, radiate toward his
ribs, shoot through his legs and
then stop. By this time he is dead.
‘This is what researchers know
:about a life now called Burial 171.
‘The pile of bones belong to an
African man who died in New York
:City more than 200 years ago, one
of the 427 skeletons that re-
'searchers are studying in a labora-
tory at Howard University” This
chilling description of the remains
.uncovered in the African Burial
.Ground appeared in a Baltimore
:Sun article recounting a story that
:has largely been forgotten, despite

its tremendous national and in-

ternational value.

The African Burial Ground was dis-
covered in lower Manhattan, New
York, six years ago prior to con-
struction ot a 34-story federal build-
ing. The site, documented in use
from 1712 to 1794, is the resting
place of enslaved Africans and
their children - the first “African
Arnericans.” Some historians be-
lieve it may have been in use at an
even earlier date.

While more than 10,000 ancestral
remains were once located under
the cement that now holds sky-
scrapers and municipal buildings,
427 burials were retrieved and
taken to Howard University for
analysis.

The African Burial Ground gives
physical testimony to the nature of
slavery, providing empirical evi-
dence of the conditions under
which enslaved Africans survived
and information on their health and
environment. Outside of its extraor-
dinary scientific merit, it also
speaks to the cultural heritage of a
people who were forced to migrate
to this country, enslaved, and then

further exploited in order to build
the United States of America.

The African Burial Ground, the old-
est excavated African cemetery
within a U.S. urban setting, is more
than another archaeological or an-
thropological project. It is a testi-
mony to the lost history of a people..
It tells a story that has been biased
or ignored in historical literature,
and speaks to the dignity of those
forced to endure enslavement not.
just in America, but all over the
world. ‘

Some of the findings include high |
levels of infant mortality, to the ex-
tent that half of the bodies retrieved
from the site never reached age
12, and almost hall of those chil-
dren never saw their second birth-

day; there is also evidence of peo-

ple being worked past their physi-
cal capacity, in some cases, literal-
ty worked to death. '

The exact ethnic affiliations, sacred
practices, and cultural values of
these people are currently being
researched through the examina-
tion of teeth filed in various shapes,
waist beads found on the mmams‘,;
symbols embossed on the coffing,
and the positions in which the peo-
ple where buried. “

One international instrument used
to give recognition to sites that are-
seen as being of “outstanding uni--
versal value,” is the World Heritage:
Convention, established in 1972..
The World Heritage Convention:
was formed to ensure the protec-
tion of the world's cultural and nat-.
ural heritage. Signatory countries
that are parties to this convention
nominate sites for their inclusion on:
the World Heritage List.
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i Currently, the U.S. cultural sites
+included on the list are: Mesa
. Verde, Independence Hall, Ca-
. hokia Mounds State Historic Site,
- La Forrelexa and San Juan
. Historic Site in Puerto Rico, the
| Statue of Liberty, Chaco Culture
. National Historic Park, Monticello
- and the University of Virginia in
i Charlottesville, and Pueblo de
- Taos. Surprisingly, given Africans’
- and African Americans’ role in
| building the foundation of this
© nation, a celebration of their con-
¢ tributions is glaringly absent. The
{ U.S. government has even failed
| to indicate any sites that have the
. potential to be included on the
. World Heritage List.

. These facts, coupled with the
- need to find solutions to ease
¢ racial conflict in this country and
| the lingering effects of slavery,
- make it crucial that the African
. Burial Ground be granted the
Cnational and  International ac-
- claim needed to fill 2 chapter of
- history that has been missing.

- The memorialization of the
¢ African Burial Ground will be &
- step in the process of giving
- memory 10 a people who were
:raised to have amnesia concemn-
Cing their cultural, spiritual, and
- intellectual heritage. The educa-
| tional value of this site can play a
- huge role in undoing the psycho-
- logical damage inflicted during
Cslavery, not only 1o African
. Americans, but to all groups
: involved. It can also play a signif-
Cicant role in rewriting a history
i hat has been, and largely contin-
i ues to be, biased in favor of the
¢ dominant culture’s values,

. In order for the African Burial
- Ground to be recognized for its

From lett to right:

Jacinth Herbert, Canadian attorney; Dr. Michael L. Blakey, |
Howard University; Felona Heidelberg, Lift Every Voice, Inc.; Maxwell
Chikorowonde, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of the Republic of Zimbabwe

“outstanding universal value” 1o
the world, it must first be a
National Historic Landmark. The
African Burial Ground has this sta-
tus. Next an organization must
request from the National Parks
Service that the site be put on an
“indicative list,” which is an inven-
tory of all sites within the U.S. that
the National Parks Service has
indicated are worthy of being nom-
inated.

An organization or a representa-
tive of the National Parks Service
must then prepare & nomination
that must be accepted by the
State Depariment to officially sub-
mit the nomination to the United
Nations Economic Social and
Cultural  Organization (UNESCO).
Subsequently, the nomination
then goes through several pre-
screening channels internationally
o insure it is of “outstanding uni-
versal value,” and if the site is rec-
ommended for inclusion on the
Worldd Heritage List, it s then
voled on by the World Heritage
Committee composed of 21 siate
representatives. An inscriplion on
this list makes it the responsibility

of the United States to {ake the
necessary steps o protect the
site,

International recognition of the
African Burial Ground would be
symbolic of a larger step towards
moving past the painful history of
slavery, in order to begin the heal-
ing process as a nation, as a glob-
al community, and as members of
the human family. The remains
will be returned to the ground by
the year 2000 to ensure the prop-
er respect. Funds have been set
aside to build & monument and
center for interpretation at the site
where the African Burial Ground
was uncovered. If you are inter-
ested in learning more about this
initiative or would like to receive
suggestions or assistance on how
to assist in making the African
Burial Ground a World Heritage
Site, please contact:

The Office of Public Education
and Interpretation of the African
Burial Ground, @ U.S. Customs
House, 6 World Trade Center,
Fm 239, New York, N.Y. 10048,
orcall (212) 432-5707.
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by Donna Harden Cole
& Deborah A, Wright

‘When the African Burial Ground
(ABG) of lower Manhattan was dis-
‘covered six years ago in 1991, it
‘was the voluntary activism of the
.community which helped to bring
‘attention to this historic find. The
§wam ion and fervor of their activism
Ehmwd convince the General Ser-
vices Administration (GSA) that this
‘was not just another building being
built, or just another excavation
‘taking place. The ABG supporters,
:mostly African Americans, played a
major role in influencing the
Federal Steering Committee, which
‘was formed to be the community
wvoice for the preservation of the
ABG. These supporters impressed
‘upon the GSA that although this
‘was to be a significant housing
location for many government
-agencies like the Environmental
‘Protection Agency (EPA) and
iInternal Revenue Service (IRS),
this was also an historic and sacr-
‘ed burial ground.

Costing taxpayers upwards of
:$276 million dollars, the fact that
.public money was to be used to
finance this construction was a
focal point for many supporters of
the ABG. In July 1992, Congress
allocated $3 million dollars to
finance a memorialization effort.
‘The community was not impress-
‘ed, and during a protest at the
isteps of 26 Federal Plaza (a gov-
‘ernment building across the street
from the ABG), a supporter was
'seen carrying a sign which de-
.clared that “$3 million dollars nor
:any amount will...compensate for
this disgrace.”

| Fhonda Best, 1997 Volunteer of the
Year. Photo credit; M.A. Devieux

As
became more pronounced, involv-
ing a diverse cross section of sup-

time passed, the activism

porters.  Support also came from
other communities outside of New
York City. The community at large
implored public officials like New
York State Senator, David Pater-
son and tormer NYC Mayor, David
N. Dinkins to take action o save
the ABG. Their passion elicited the
attention of the New York media
giving the ABG national, as well as

international attention.  Within two
years of the unearthing of the ABG,
countless news articles, stories
and two documentary films were
produced to tell the world about
thig historic find, To date five docu-
mentary films about the NYC ABG
have been produced.

The Office of Public Education and
Interpretation of the Alrican Burial
Ground (OPEI), which opened its
doors in 1993, under the direction

of Dr. Sherrill D. Wilson, has to
date educated over 75,000 people
of all backgrounds and ages. ‘

The OPEI volunteer program is :
another extension of community acti-
vism. Many of our volunteers, who
represent a wide range of cultures,
interests and educational back -
grounds, had been involved in the ini-
tial controversial activism when th@
ABG was unearthed in 1991,

Since 1993, OPEl has trained over
150 people as ABG project volun-
teers in both NYC and Washington,
D.C. The volunteers’ primary and fun-
damental role is to ‘spread the word
and to keep the public updated on the
activities of the ABG project.  Volun-
teers also assist the small OPE! staff
during Open House and symposium:
programs and during the guarlerly
Update newsletter mailings.

OPEl volunteers have also been
instrumental in the efforts to obtain an
ABG commemorative stamp. After
two rejections by the U.S. Postal
Service, and a brief lull in the com-
memorative stamp efforts, OPE} vol-
unteers and other interested parties.
have decided to reactivate the ABG
stamp petition drive as of October Qm
1997 (see page 8).

OPEl trains community members.
who wish to be ABG project volun-!
teers four times a y@ar The next vol-
unteer training will be January 17,

1998. Volunteer training sessions
usually include a prayer vigil at the
site, a Foley Square Laboratory tour,,
and updates on the anlifacts from the:
burial ground as well as current sci-
entific analysis of the remains mu«a@d
at Howard University.
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‘Memorial brochure created b 588 Grn‘xm

by Steven Coleman

The U.S. General Services Admini-
‘stration (GSA) is currently adminis-
‘tering two national design competi-
tions that will result in commissions
dor a Memorial and an Interpretive
:Center environment honoring the
National Historic Landmark African
:Burial Ground in the City of New
York.

‘On September 13, 1997, the GSA
issued a formal solicitation for pro-
Hessional services to design and
build an Interpretive Center envi-
rqonment to be located within the
federal office building at 280
‘Broadway in New York City. The
cclosing date for the Interpretive
‘Center solicitation was December
2, 1997 (Call for actual solicitation
‘and amendments).

‘The African Burial Ground Inter-
pretive Center is intended 1o be a
unigue environment that will in-
form, engage, and enlighten visi-
dors about the extensive findings
surrounding the eighteenth century

cemetery and New York's African
ancestry. For additional information
on solicitations, please contact our
office.

Quireach: ’
Announcement of the national de-

sign competitions was released by
GEA and the Memorialization Of-
fice on March 13, 1897, Various
national, local, and professional
publicaliong carried the news,
including N.Y. Amsterdam News,
Downtown Express, Architectural
Record, Sphere, and U.S. News
and World Report. Television and
radio announcements were carried
on FOX 5’s ‘Good Day New York,’
WQCD 101.8, and WBAL-Pacilica.
if you're aware of additional media
announcements, plesse lel us
know.

Compelition Events:
Folential competitors participated

in a Pre-Proposal Conference and
Networking Session on Monday,
Cctober 6th at the Court of Inter-
national Trade in lower Manhatian,
That evening & symposium and
receplion were held at the Cooper-
Hewitt, National Design Museum in
New York City. The symposium
was & unigue opportunity for poten-
tial competitors and the broader
community to dialogue with the dis-
tinguished African Americans advi-
sors who will paricipate in the
review and selection of the winning
commissions for both competitions,
The Memorialization Office antici-
pates holding another such sympo-
sium alter issuance of the Memo-
rial Design solicitation.

Special Announcements:
Thanks 1o the Cooper-Hewitt,

ational Design Museum, the New

|| York Coalition of Black Architects/
| NOMA, the American Institute of.
| Architects,
| Commitiee, and S&S Graphics for.
L their invaluable assistance. Also,

Minority Resources

thanks to community members
who attended and continue to!
serve as steadfast sentinels for the
African Burial Ground Project: Ms.
Mary Lacey Madison of Harlem,
N.Y., Ms. Miriam Francis of Brook-
fyn, N.Y., and Ms. Eloise Dicks of
the Bronx, N.Y., and others,

Help Us Get The Word Out! ,
To insure that there is the widest

possible dissemination of informa-:
tion about the remaining competi-
tion, we need your help. 1f you
belong to a professional socisty,
fraternal or religious organization,
or any other group with memters
who may be interested in compet-
ing in the Memorial competition, we
need you. Please volunteer to Jis-
tribute our deiaiied brochures an-
nouncing the competition through-
out your organization or agency.

Also, it your organization would like:
1o participale in special events as-
sociated with memorialization ac-
tivities, or if you would like to vol-
unteer with our office on future
planned events, please contact us.
This is one oi ihe many imporiant
roles that the community can play.

Anticipated Future Events:
As par of the competition process,

public forums will be held in order
to solicit community input prior {o
the final selections. Please look
torward to an announcement of
dates and times. For further infor-
mation about any of the aboveg,
please contact:

Feggy King~Jorde, Project Exec., 26
Federal Plaza, Fm. 1605, NY.C.
10278, Tel: 212-264-6848, Fax: 212-
264-4082 or e-mall: peggyking-jorde
@gsa.gov, L&




African Burial Ground
Update

i Reconstruction of the Foley Square begins.

‘On Thursday, October 16, 1997, the City of New York
Haunched an $18 million project designed to renovate the
‘Foley Square area. Proposed plans include a 5 acre, two
dlevel public plaza with a fountain, amphitheater, newly
iplanted trees, and outdoor seating.
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A portion of the Maerschalck’s Plan of N.Y. showing the
Foley Sa. ares in 1754, (Stokes lconography, Yol, |, PL34)

‘While bronze sidewalk medallions and a black granite
muﬁmum, entitled “Triumph of the Human Spirit” by award
‘winning African American artist Lorenzo Pace are expected
‘o add to the area's new look, they will also serve as
rreminders of the area's rich, multi-cultural past.

‘Foley Square was once part of the Commons, an area
-encompassing Collect or Fresh Water Pond. Lying in close
;proximity to the African Burial Ground (see map above), the
:pond was once a sacred site for the indigenous Lenape
:population prior to European settiement. Sometime after
11640 a number of Africans, freed by their Dutch enslavers,
‘were given land in the area as well.

By the early 19th century, tanneries and other early forms
:of industry led to the pond's pollution. Believing it to be the
isource of epidemics, city officials paid workers to fill the
ipond with earth from the surrounding hills. Within a few
idecades, it had become part of the site known as Five
‘Points, New York City’s first working class community.
:Census records for the late 18th century and eartly 19th,
dindicate that Africans took up residence in the area, soon
Hollowed by Irish, German, Jewish and Italian immigrants,

= o Brown

LI OPEI Volunteers Resurge Efforts to Commemorate |
African Burial Ground, Afler two rejections from fihei
Citizens' Stamp Advisory Commitiee (CSAC), the Volun-
teers for the African Burial Ground Project have decided to.
make another attempt to commemorate the New York:
African Burial Ground with a stamp. The new campaign has.
expanded from requesting a single stamp to proposing a:
series of stamps that would commemorate the project. A
Commemorative Stamp Series would best honor the en-
siaved and free African men, women and children who WW@E
instrumental in the building of New York City's physical
landscape and economic prosperity. ‘

Despite the fact that an earlier petition tor an Alrican Burial

C A Ground stamp was submitted containing over 20,000 s;ig‘-if
Snatures, and a later one contained over 100,000 mgnmwesaj
{from 40 states across the United States and 16 countries.

broad, including Ghana, Senegal, Italy, France and Tan-

|zania, it was rejected in 1985 and again in 1996. The :

{CSAC members offered no specific reason for the petition’s:

|rejection, but noted that the post office issues a fimited num-,
ber of stamps based on subjects of "national interest.”

The Volunteers for the African Burial Ground are committed
to the national and international recognition and preserva-
Jtion of the heritage of Africans and their descendants in the
JAmericas. Their goal is to collect 1,000,000 (1 million) sig

¥ natures to submit to CSAC and to the Postmaster General
or the creation of an African Burial Ground Commemora-

tive Stamp Series. The new campaign was launched on
October 25, 1997. We are certain that this 18th century’
National Historic Landmark which originally contained the
bodies of 10-20,000 of our African ancestors, merits:
acknowledgement. A stamp series is one way to honor.
these ancestors and 1o educate the world on the history of
enslaverment, north and south, in the United States.

It you would like to join the African Burial Ground Volunteers:
in making the Commemorative Stamp Series a reality,
please contact Marie-Alice Devieux at the Office of Public:
Education and Interpretation of the African Burial Ground.
(OPEN @ 212-432-5707. Petitions and information are.
available at OPEl (see page 15) and accessible on the
World Wide Web at rasul@dorsai.org. — C.0, Pittrman,
M.A. Devieux

LI African Burial Ground to gel New Web Site. OPE|
Volunteers Rasheed Bell and Craig Taylor's media produc-
tion company, Concrete Jungle, Inc., (hitp://www.concrete-:
jungle.com), will be putting the OPEI African Burial Ground:
Froject on the Internet in the very near future. Public
Educator, Marie-Alice Devieux, has done a very thorough'
job of organizing the extensive data to be contained on the:
web site. Soon you will be able to view and to download
past issues of the Update, as well as other ABG Informa-
tion. We will keep you posted. e [ Wright
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Cuilt Art by Peggie L. Hartwell
(see details under Caelum Gallery)

i OPEl Upcoming Events: African Burial Ground

Film Festival, U.S. Customs House, 6 Workl Trade Center
.on Dec, 20 and Dec. 30, 1997 from 12 noon to 5:00 pm.

‘Please call 212-432-5707 to RSVP.

:{ In celebration of Native American Heritage Month,
ithe N.Y. regional office of the Environmental Protection
‘Agency sponsored singer Joanne Shenandove’s perfor-
imance at the 290 Broadway building. A member of the
Haudenosaunee (People of the Longhouse), lroquois nation,
‘Joanne sang about native traditions and spiritual perspec-
Hives concerning their land, the role of women and the value
‘of work. Surrounded by commemorative artwork honoring
‘the African Burial Ground, one of the songs which held the
(greatesi appeal was Joanne's tribute to elders, © those who
dream beyond the sky.” For information concerning
upcoming events, call (212) 637-3531.

between Prince and Houston Streets, will present a
solo exhibition of Peggie Hartwell’s quilt arl Dec. 9th.
through 20th. Peggie Hartwell is an African American artist:
whose career included nine years as a modern jazz dancer
in Europe and the Middle East. Her work refiects the wmkg
of Horace Pippin, Romare Bearden, and Jacob Lawrence:
and is part of the the permanent collection of the American
Craft Museum and the National Afro-American Museum m?ﬁ
Culture, as well as numerous private collections. Peggie’s
future projects may include a quilt for the African Burial
Ground. For further information call (212) 966-7686.

U The Studio Museum in Harlem, 144 West 125th Street,
NYC. "Transforming the Crown: African, Asian and
Caribbean Artists in Britain, 1966-1996." Oct. 15th
through March, 1998, “Transforming the Crown” is an
unprecedented exhibition of 140 works in virtually every:
media. This exhibil features the works of 58 established,
mid-career, and emerging artists and serves as a frame-
work for investigating nationality, spiritually, identity, and:
diaspora political themes at the forefront of current interna-
tional debate. For additional information call: 212-864-
4500,

Ll The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 100 Fifth Avenue,
NYC, presents "Master Hand: Individuality and Creatli-
vity among Yoruba Sculptors” now through Mar., 1998.
Approximately 50 wood sculptures are displayed, including
masks, containers, freestanding figures and architectural
posts that are aftributed to individual Yoruba master sculp-:
tors from Nigeria. Foradditional information call 212-879-
5500,

0 The Children’s Museum of Manhattan, The Tisch
Building, 212 West 83rd Street, NYC on Sat., Dec. 27th 1:30
and 3:00 p.m. presents a workshop in which children leam tra-
ditions trom the African American holiday, Kwanzaa, in a special.
perormance by Spirit Ensemble, :

O The Studio Museum in Harlem, 144 West 125th St.,
NYC. Kwanzaa Family Day, Sat., Dec, 27th @ 2:00 pm.,
Award winning authors and publishers of Just Us Books,
Cheryl Willis Hudson and Wade Hudson, honor the writers:
of literature for Alrican American children with a reading andﬁ
presentation of their book, In Praise of Our Fathers and
Mothers. This anthology features the work of Gwendolyn
Brooks, Tom Feelings, Virginia Hamilton and many more..
The program will include a discussion and book readings.!
Admission 1o the book program is free. There will also be:
a specisl Kwanzaa Creativity Class for children ages 8»
12 where young people can create unique Kwanzaa gifis.:
Costs of materials is $6.00. For additional information
call (212) 864-4500.
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Next year the African Burial Ground will be considered
by the U.S. govemment for nomination as a World
‘Herilage site. But efforts to keep public awareness high
-and supporiers of the site actively involved should be
‘part of an ongoing process. We asked our readers the
following question: What individual or collective
-actions do you think should be taken to bring the
significance of the African Burial Ground info the
21st century?

‘Sharon Dennis Wyeth

Author, Montclair New Jersey

A sacred place can be healing. An annual ritual gath-
-ering at the site of the Burial Ground would offer us an
-opportunity to affirm the positive in our community and
‘1o pay homage to the struggle of our ancestors. This
.could be a time when we listen to each other’s stories
through the work of African American poets, novelists
-and musicians; a time to contemplate visualizations of
ﬁwumeiveﬁ, past, present and future, through the work
‘of our visual artists. As we have gathered in other
parts of our country, let those of us in the New York
-area gather at the Burial Ground at least once a year,
1o draw strength from the spirits of the people who lie
there and to witness the strength we possess our-
selves. Let us bring our young people with us and
-entrust them with the significance of the Burial Ground
:as a spiritual place.

‘John Arbogast, Federal Government Worker

and Concerned Citizen

iWaﬁhingmm 0.C.

‘With public consciousness towards the matter of slav-
:ery having been raised by President Clinton’s Initiative
.on Race and the release of the film Amistad (see, for
-example, the cover story of the Dec. 8th edition of
‘Newsweek), there, in fact, has never been a better
dime for individual and collective actions to bring the
significance of the African Burial Ground (ABG) into
‘the 21st century.

~ Avrenewal of the sense of excitement and commitment

that accompanied the uncovering of the ABG early in
this decade is now needed to win a new series of vic-
tories in taking the ABG “to the next level” — i.e., the
position of national and international prominence that
it clearly merits.

There is, quite simply, no other site anywhere that
matches the monumental historical, cultural and sym-
bolic significance of the ABG as it relates to the insti-
tution of slavery. As such, the ABG affords a golden
opportunity to have this nation pay its respects to and
suitably honor the traditions, the dignity and sacrifice,
and the contributions of those of our ancestors whose:
forced labor was instrumental in building this country. .

With this in mind, the undersigned have submitted a
proposal to the President’s Advisory Board on Race
which posits that the ABG should become a center-
piece of the President’s Initialive, in that it offers an
ideat vehicle for positive, concrete actions that will
serve to both honor and enlighten— and which will
have a positive resonance with the vast majority of
Americans. :

The propeosal sets forth specific items for
Presidential/Executive, Congressional and private
action. For example, one is the construction at or near
the site of a magnificent, state of the art memorial
museum and visitor/interpretive center complex, on
the scale of Ellis Island or the Holocaust Memorial
Museum.

Such a museum complex would stand shoulder-to-
shoulder and in honest partnership with other bastions:
of American’s past and the American Dream, located
nearby in America’s Gateway City: Ellis Island, the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American
Indian, and the Statute of Liberty. In addition to serv-
ing as a repository, it would be in concept and design
like those sites, a mecca, a symbolic “home.” 1t would
be the first truly national, and international site devot-
ed to this nation's African American heritage, some-
thing which is long overdue.

[Ed. note: For additional points covered in this
proposal, please write to OPEI].
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Taking the African Burial

. Ground into the 21st Century
(Continued from page 1)

‘Few educators, inside or outside ot
‘the h wwr ical disciplines are aware
'of this history which predates the
.great black migration to the North
by three centuries.

Long forgotten is the New
‘Amsterdam where Africans provid-
‘ed the labor force for constructing
government buildings and the
roads of Dutch New Amsterdam.
‘Few historians document the true
extent of enslavement in the North
‘during the eighteenth century,
‘when enslaved Africans made up
25% of the New York City popula-
tion. The Civil War Draft Riots,
‘where hundreds of African Ameri-
cans were killed, is little more than
& footnote in the refelling of the his-
tory of the city of New York,

‘The collective amnesia of the
Adrican presence continues 1o pre
wvail. Honoring by remembering the
:ancestors of the African Burial
‘Ground is essential to taking the
project and the landmark sile into
‘the 21st century.

Taking the African Burial ground
into the 21st century with all of its
technological possibilities will still
irequire critical examination of the
big picture, and accepting and
Hooking beyond it to filling in more
details of the lives and deaths of
those Africans who were crucial to
‘the building and prosperity of New
York,

‘The presidential goal of realizing
:one America in the 21st century
:can only be achieved by recogniz-
ing the contributions of all Ameri-
ccans. One of the clearest paths to

successiully liv
al, multi-racial, mm -ethnic smmety
is understanding that all ethnic,
religious, cultural and racial groups
have their own uniquely meaningtul
histories, within the history of the
larger society. Cognizance of the
achievements and contributions of
African Americans which span
more than three centuries is essen-
tial 1o that goal.

A vision of African Americans as
integral to American history is sore-
ly needed. The superlicial recogni-
tion that comes only during the
month of February is not enough.
Indeed, Mr. President we concur
that becoming one America in the
21st century cannot be a goal that
money can buy, that power can
compel, or that technology can cre-
ate. It is something that can only
come from the human spirit

The chalienge clearly before us is
to thoroughly examine our past, to
educate ourselves about that past,
to understand the present and to
make way for a future of One
America in the 21st century.

L

st st
During Black History Month, OPE]
stafl will lead educational tours of the
African Burial Ground every Tues-
day and Thursday. Please call 212-
1432-5707 for further information,
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" Seafarin

‘Book: Black Jacks: African
American Seamen
in the Age of Sail,

Author: W. Jefirey Bolster

Publisher: Harvard Univ. Press
Cambridge, Mass.

Price: $27.00

‘Reviewer: Lisa King, Ph.D.C.

‘What do Olauda Equimm

h

Frederick Douglass, Langston
Hughes and Alex Hal @v have in
common? Besides E ing African
American writers, they were all
‘bounded by the maritime tradi-
tions and trades of seafaring at
difterent stages in their lives.
Black Jacks: African American
Seamen in the Age of Sail,
recent work by W. Jeftrey Bolster
introduces us to African Ameri-
.cans in the maritime world. Bol-
ster skillfully blends the narratives
‘of enslaved men with ships’ logs,

ustom house documents, and
other contemporary accounts 1o
bring the world of the Black Jack
Tar alive for the reader.

Black Jacks focuses primarily on
the experiences of African Ameri-
ccan sailors from the eighteenth
through the nineteenth centuries.

ing co
with the wdw world. It gave
some the opportunity to convey
information from plantation to
plantation throughout the West
Indies and the southern United
States, as well as 10 seaports in
the North and across the Atlantic
Besides being conduits of infor-
mation, African American sallors
stood out as examples of man-
hood and independence; they
served as subversive counler
symbols to the growing racist ide-
ology during the post-Revolu-
tionary and ante bellum era in the
United States. Many northern
based, iree African American
mariners accumulated wealth,
purchased real estate, and even
captained fleets of their own.

The book fleshes out the little
known but often alluded to world
of maritime enslavement. Fur-
thermore, it suggests enslaved
Africans were bound 10 privateers
during European wars for em-
pires during the eighteenth centu-
ry. Equiano’s narrative revealed
that prize money belonging to
enslaved Alricans often went to
the master, as his had afler he
served on board a privateer for
six years. Black Jacks shows
that besides deep-sea sailors,
enslaved African Americans sery-
ed as interpreters for enslaved
Africans, as river and harbor pi-
fots, watermen, fishermen, boat -
men and coasters prior to the
Civil War.

Although life on board ship was
not ideal ~— African American sea-
men were still subject to individ-
val and collective acts of preju-
dice and discrimination at tiry
many found life at sea preferable

NesS--

recled these men

because it offered a degree of

protection, freedom and dignity
denied them on land. The rough
egalitarianism and the strong fra-
ternity of the Atlantic maritime cul-:
ture was appealing. ’

As a maritime tradition, men were
judged and respected for their
nautical skills and knowledge; not
for the color of their skin. Bolster
notes that while Atrican American
seamen held sway over white
"boys” and white captains and
crews deferred 10 enslaved river
pilots during an earlier period,
they were generally relegated to
the menial service positions of
cook and steward by the end of
the nineteenth century.

Black Jacks is a well research-
ed, well balanced, and well writ-
ten account of the experience of
men of African descent who
made their livelihood from the
sea. W. Jetirey Bolster brilliantly
Hluminates the tragic and tr-
umphant world of these pioneer-:
ing men and reveals their crucial
position as “cultural mediators in
the formation of Black America.”
More importantly, he gives voice
to neglected African ancestors
and reinstates them in their right-
ful place in African, American,
maritime, and world history.

Lisa King, Ph.D.C. is a member
of the African Burial Ground
Froject Historical Research Team
at Howard University
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A growing number of African
-Amencans are beginning to examine
:and celebrate Kwanzaa, Kwanzaa is
:an onginal African American holiday
that draws upon the cultural tradtions
.of more than 18 million people from
Afica and the African diaspora.
‘Some celebrate Kwanzaa instead of
‘Christmas. Many celebrate both
‘Kwanzaa and Christmas. Kwanzaa
is celebrated seven days, from De-
.cember 26 through January 1.

‘Each of the seven days is dedicated
to the Nguzo Saba or Seven Prin-
ciples. These principles are: Umoja
{Unity), Kujichagulia (Self-Determi-
nation), Ujima (Collective Work and
Responsbility), Ujamaa (Cooperative
Economics), Nia (Purpose), Kuumba
(Creativity), and Imani (Faith). While
‘Kwanzaa is not celebrated in Africa, it
‘was created in 1966 by Dr. Maulana
Karenga based on African countries
around the harvest of crops.  In
‘Swahili, Kwanzaa literally means
“First Fruits of the Harvest”

Kwanzaa: An Everyday Re-
source & Instructional Guide

by David Anderson/SANKOFA
N.Y.: Thomas Gumbs Pub. 1993,

:Celebrate: Traditional Ethnic
‘Entertaining in America

by Hilary Davis

N.Y.: Crescent Books, 1992.

Kwanzaa: The Seven Principles
written and compiled by Rod
Terry, N.Y.: Peter Pauper Press
Inc. 1996,

Kwanzaa: A Family Affair
by Mildred Pitts Walter
N.Y.: Aron Books, 1996.

The Children’s Book of Kwanzaa
by Delores Johnson (shown
above). N.Y.: Atheneum Books
for Young Readers, 1996.

A Treasury of African American
Christmas Stories by Bettye
Collier- Thomas

N.Y.: Henry Holt & Co. 1997.

Kwanzaa Karamu Cooking &
Crafts for a Kwanzaa Feast
by April A. Brady

MN.: Carolrhoda Books, 1995.

Kwanzaa: Origin,
Concepts, Practice

by Dr. Maulana Karenga
CaA. Kwaida Pub., 1977.

The Seven Days of Kwam:'ém.f
How to Celebrate Them f

@ by Angela Shelf Medearis
| N.Y.: Scholastic Inc., 1994,

The Complete Kwanzaa: i
Celebrating Our Cultural Harvest
by Dorothy Winbush Riley

> EAZ Harper Collins, 1995.

| A Kwanzaa Fable by Eric Gc&pagez

N.Y.. Wm. Morrow Co., 1895,

- Seven Candles for Kwanzaa

by Andrea Davis Pinkney
pictures by Brian Pinkney

| N.Y.: Dial Book for Young
| Readers, 1993

Kwanzaa Fun by Linda Robert-
son & Julia Pearson.
N.Y.: Larousse Kingfisher
Chamber Inc., 1996,




“PETITION FOH AFRICAN BURIAL GROUND
COMMEMORATIVE STAMP SERIES STATUS

We the undersigned panies, who are committed to the recognition and preservation of the heritage
of Africans and their descendants in the Americas, request that the African Burial Ground in the
National Historic District of New York be recornmended for the Commemaorative Stamp Series
sletus and approved by the Postmaster General,

There is no age requirement to sign the petition

T NAME
(Please Print Clearly)

~ COWPLETE ADDRE
 Num b@r, mm

Feturn to; Oftice of Public Education & Interpretation
of the African Burial Ground
6 World Trade Center
LS. Custorn House, Room 23¢
New York, N.Y. 10048
Tel. (212) 482-5707 Fax (212) 432-5820

Please relurn as soon as possible,
All Fetitions must be returned by March 1, 1998



Office of Public Education and Interpretation
of the African Burial Ground

U.S. Custom House,

6 World Trade Center, Rm. 239

New York, N.Y. 10048

F First Class Mail

1.5, Postage
PALTD

| New York, N.Y.

| Permit No. 6770

ADDRESS

Phis enclosed ares v proserved rayrhob gl

ERENESTES

~Aflrican Burial Ground
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